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; Question of Depositions 
Is Unanswered 

Three members of District At- 
torney Jim Garrison’s staff were 
present at the office of attorney 
William J. Wegmann Wednes- 
jday, but Wegmann would not 
Jsay later whether they answered 



(questions by deposition in the 
iCIay L. Shaw case as they had 
(been federally ordered to do. 

Louis Ivon, James L. Alcock 
and Numa Bertel, all Garrison 
| assistants, appeared at the 
American Bank Building office 
of Shaw’s attorney shortly 
after 11 a. m. in the wake of 
earlier federal authorization 
allowing Shaw’s counsel to 
take depositions for Shaw’s 
; defense. 

j On the other hand, Garrison 
earlier ordered members of his 
staff to disobey the federal 
court directive ordering them to 
I answer questions of the defense 
| attorneys. 

| Asked Wednesday afternoon j 
[whether the three asnwered at- 
itorneys’ question, Wegmann re- 
plied, “I’m not talking about it, 
period,” and cited federal court 
rules which prohibit discussing 
the case out of court. 

Shaw, 55, has been charged 
with taking part in a plot to kill 
President John F. Kennedy in 
1963. 

Others present at Wegmann’s; 
i Cont. in Sec. I, Page 3, Col. 2 




DA STAFFERS MEET LAWYERS 



office Wednesday morning were 
his brother, Edward F. Weg- 
mann, Irvin -F. Dymond and Sal 
Panzeca, also defense counselors 
for Shaw. 

LETTER QUOTED 



Continued from Page 1 



that the United States govern- 
ment was doing everything in 
its power to prevent the facts 
from becoming known by the 
citizens of the United States. 

“The recent order by the 
United States District Court 



I illegal, and no member of this- 
I staff is to compromise or co-i 
! operate in any way with this 
totalitarian display of power by 
the federal government.”, 

jv* ■ 



| Garrison’s order, issued m 
jletter form Tuesday to staff 
j members engaged in the inves- 
tigation of the Kennedy murder 
follows: 

“As you know, the United 
States District Court now has 
(prevented us from going to 
J trial as scheduled in the case 
against Clay Shaw. At the same 
time, subpenas have been is- 
sued through the same court 
| authorizing Mr. Shaw’s lawyers 
'to question members of this 
(Staff by deposition. This un- 
precedented action by the fed- 
eral court has the effect of con- 
verting the trial of a defendant 
in a Louisiana court into an in- 
vestigation of the district at-, 

'torney’s staff by defense law- 1 
yers, 

“This is to inform you that 
the action of the United States 
District Court in blocking the 
Shaw trial and converting it into 
la fishing expedition for the de 
tense lawyers is absolutely il- 
legal and is not supported either 
| by law or custom. 

| “The action by this federal 
jcourt continues the obstruction 
| and interference which we have 
received in this case from the 
outset, beginning with the un- 
precedented announcement ’ of 
the attorney general of the 
United States that the defendant 
^as been ‘cleared’ and proceed- 
! ing through a series of federal 
{actions too numerous to de- 
j scribed here. 

I “I am sure that each of you 
knows as well as I do the cause 

I of this program of obstruction, OUJJ -. 

by the United States government | stance to this power play by; 
In the course of doing our duty j the United States government' 
in Orleans Parish, we camelby taking any action which 
across evidence that the in- j would constitute recognition of 



11 



blocking our trial of Mr. Shaw 
| is, in my judgment, simply an, 
extension of the program of in- ' 
terference we have met with! 
,from the United States govern-jl 
jment. It is an unauthorized and 
indefensible invasion of the legal 
processes of the state of Louisi- 
ana by the federal government. 

“The position of this office is 
that we will not accept nor 
acknowledge such lawless use of 
power, despite the color of law 
given it by the pretense that 
there is some ‘question’ for the 
federal judiciary to examine, 
nor will we cooperate with il- 
legal fishing expeditions by the 
defense counsel, even though, 
authorized by the same United! 
States District Court. 

'We have no concern about 
answering any relevant ques- 
tions the defense lawyers may 
be able to think of, but these 
will be answered in the court of 
the state of Louisiana where 
actual jurisdiction exists, and 
not in federal court which has 
seized the case without any 
legal right to do so. 

, “This is to instruct you that 
(you are to refuse to recognize 
in any way this illegal and un- 
authorized invasion of the op 
eration of our office by the fed- 
eral government. For those of 
you who are served with a sub- 
pena to appear at depositions 
and answer questions by de- 
fense attorneys, give them your 
name, your office rank and 
your Social Security number— 
and nothing more. 

“You are not to lend sub 



vestigation by the United States 
government of the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy was 
neither complete nor honest. In 
time we learned that individuals 
connected with the Central In- 
teiligenc Agency were involved 
in the assassination of the Presi- 
dent. 

! “We learned further that a 
number of high officials of the 
United States government were, 



the illegal federal seizure from 
our hands of a case which we 
were about to bring to trial in 
the State Criminal District 
where it belongs. 

“The position of this office 
,can be summed up very brief- 
ly: We are ready for trial in 
this matter, we continue to be 
ready for trial and we strong- 
ly oppose this outrageous fed- 
eral intrusion into the processes 



in effect, acting as accessories! of justice of a Louisiana” Murt 
after the fact in trying to con-j “The United States District 
csal the truth about the Presi-j Court’s action in cancelling our 
dent’s murder. It became clear scheduled trial date is plainly 
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Senator Hit ky Three Bullets , One in Brain 



THIS MEDICAL drawing shows where and 
how Sen. Robert F. Kennedy suffered gun- 
shot wounds in Los Angeles. The senator was 



>- it T tii »* Kcrnuiu urawing. 

i.u oy three bullets, one of which entered his 
brain. 



had continued our songfest for | 
another hour or so, including; 
some robust marches that re- 
quired one and ail to parade! 
noisily around the senator’s liv-i 
ing room.' 

I asked Dutton how he felt, ! 
and he said: “When I toid the 



senator what went on in his 
suite last night, he was like 
a little boy who missed out on 
something.” 

Robert Francis Kennedy did 
not miss out on what went on. 
And because he did not, his lat- 
est hour of political triumph — 



(perhaps his most satisfying be- 
cause it was a solid comeback 
j— became another hour of mind- 
less tragedy in a nation that 
cannot or will not keep weapons 
of death from the hands of mad- 
men who walk its streets. 

|(®» 19S:, Newnouse National News Serv.) 
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